At the Ninth International Conference on Patristic Studies (Oxford, Sept. 5-10,1983), some 40 reports were scheduled for presentation under the rubric Instrumenta studiorum, i.e., institutions, series of publications, and projects which are of interest to patristic scholars and, more generally, students of early Christianity. As on previous occasions, so now, through the graciousness of the Conference's principal organizer, Elizabeth A. Livingstone, and with the co-operation of the scholars who prepared the presentations, it has become possible for me to offer reports on 32 of the instrumenta to a still wider public in these pages. My bulletin is an adaptation, primarily in style, on occasion in content (e.g., fresh information since the Conference); here and there space has exacted a digest. If, therefore, errors have crept in, they must surely be laid to my account (e.g., failure to grasp the exact sense of the original report, especially when composed in a language not native to me). It should be noted that a fair amount of information on the background, purpose, and program of some of the instrumenta is to be found in previous bulletins (cf. 
Greek-Latin edition, which presents the text of the Neo-Vulgata and in the apparatus all the textual variants of Jerome's Vulgate as well as the Sixto-Clementine. (4) Also announced to appear last autumn was the seventh edition of K. Aland's Greek-English Synopsis of the Four Gospels. Besides some expansion in the parallel texts, the most important modification is the transposition of the critical apparatus to that of Nestle. In this connection it is worth noting that the 13th edition of Aland's Synopsis quattuor evangeliorum is expected to appear in 1984, with a thoroughly reshaped critical apparatus.
In press is the first volume of Das Neue Testament auf Papyrus, with the text of the Catholic Epistles. Close to completion is the first fascicle of an edition of the NT in Syriac translation. Here we will have not only the Peschitta and Harclensis with critical apparatus, but also the pertinent citation material from the Syriac Fathers, making possible a reconstruction of the Syriac version's total evolution. Printing of the sixth, fully revised edition of Walter Bauer's Griechisch-deutsches Wörterbuch zu den Schriften des Neuen Testaments und der übrigen urchristlichen Literatur will begin shortly, with four stout volumes in prospect. Satisfying progress has been made towards the edition of the NT manuscripts discovered in the Monastery of St. Catherine on the Sinai peninsula. Jerome, but is expected to extend to John Damascene. Because the documentation is so vast (more than 2500 pages), it has been decided to offer the work to the public as it now exists, that is, in microfiche (105x148 mm.), available henceforth from Fontenelle-Microcopie.
BANQUE D'INFORMATION BIBLIOGRAPHIQUE EN PATRISTIQUE 6
The immediate objective of the BIBP, launched in the mid-70's by a group of scholars at Laval University in Quebec, is to create a computerized bibliographical file on texts and studies that fall within patristic literature and its various subdisciplines (see TS 41 [1980] 151-52). The short-term objective is retrospective information; later, the BIBP will offer speedy service on current data.
The BIBP, however, is not concerned only to create a bank of bibliographical information. Through the use of a dynamic thesaurus, it proposes to analyze patristic documentation in an entirely new way. It will be possible, e.g., to have the computer generate analyses on the evolution of vocabulary and graphs of the interest shown in various topics over time or in current publications. Because of the special treatment given to specifically patristic descriptors (indexing terms), the information acquired by the BIBP will provide a basis for the creation of a whole range of specialized instruments (claves, catalogues, encyclopedias, dictionaries, lexicons, etc.).
Essentially an information system, nevertheless the BIBP does not pretend to replace the researcher in the task of compiling highly selective bibliographies. The best information bank cannot go beyond the first phase of a finished piece of bibliographical research. Its chief contribution is to reveal to scholars the state of research and the material upon which they must exercise their choice. But this in itself represents a remarkable service.
Even though it is patristic literature proper that lies at the heart of the Banque's interests, its scope is broader in that it includes all the subdivisions of the field. For that reason the project's organizers can speak of 15 information banks in one, covering the entire field of patristic Christianity. Besides patrology, the BIBP embraces archeology, iconography, epigraphy, papyrology, codicology, history of Christianity, history of theology, history of councils, history of liturgy, history of spirituality, history of monasticism, history of biblical exegesis, and hagiography; in addition, philology (in the broadest sense) and the history of philosophy, to the extent that they are related to patristic literature.
Since the 1979 Oxford Conference, where the project was officially announced, the BIBP has not found the funds necessary to proceed at the pace desired. Still, progress is visible. The retrospective inventory of 250 selected periodicals has been completed; the techniques of documentation and information continue to be systematically worked out; an appropriate administrative structure has been created. Perhaps most impressive is the collaboration of dozens of scholars in locating and analyzing pertinent materials. More scholars are needed-and invited. (1) Its perspective is uncommonly broad: it does not approach the apocrypha as a degradation of the real NT on a popular level. (2) The establishment of the biblical canon ca. 300 did not halt the production of apocryphal literature. Consequently the series will include later texts which in different languages reveal the characteristics of Christian apocryphal literature. (3) The editors insist that, when considering the history of the term "apocryphon" in the early Church, we must recognize various degrees in the use of the "apocryphal" character of a given text, various degrees of "apocryphicity" (see, e.g., the Canon of Muratori and the Stichometry of Nicephoros). It is hoped that this wider approach will lead to a reappraisal of the transmission of apocryphal literature in the course of history.
CORPUS SCRIPTORUM ECCLESIASTICORUM LATINORUM
Each volume will resemble a dossier on one apocryphal text. As a general rule, the pieces of this dossier are brought up to date in a new critical edition often enriched by the discovery and use of new witnesses: e.g., the volumes on the Acts of Andrew and the Acts of Philip will contain a large proportion of hitherto unedited texts in their original language. To facilitate the use of these dossiers, which bring together texts of different periods and different languages, the texts contained in a given volume are usually presented and translated in one modern international language.
Two important final observations. (1) M. Geerard is preparing a Clavis apocryphorum (which he deliberately omitted from his Clavis patrum graecorum), a kind of master plan and indispensable tool for those who collaborate in or make use of the collection. With the publication of Book 2 of Irenaeus' Against Heresies, edited by Adelin Rousseau and Louis Doutreleau (SC 293, 294), this monumental edition is now complete. As SC director Claude Mondésert sees it, the Irenaeus volumes will likely provoke discussion but will surely be for quite some time an indispensable basis for study and research of the Church's first great theologian. To facilitate access to this text, Editions du Cerf has brought out a single volume that contains the whole French translation with a brief introduction, some notes, and an index-and this at a very low price, thanks to some generous subsidies.
A number of multivolumed works already published in part can expect completion within the next few years: at least Eusebius' Preparation for the Gospel, the Discourses of Gregory of Nazianzus, the corpus of Lactantius, of Tertullian, of Origen, of Basil of Caesarea, and the works of Philo. Important authors and works in preparation include Justin Martyr, the Apostolic Constitutions, Eusebius' Life of Constantine, Gregory of Nyssa's Homilies on the Song of Songs, and the Merovingian Councils of Gaul.
An extraordinary promotion effort organized in 1982 uncovered a considerable number of people who were interested in SC but flinched before the cost-a problem aggravated by a January 1982 French law. Preoccupied with this problem for many a year, Mondésert and his associates believe that some alleviation may be in sight. He closed his Oxford report with two pertinent observations, one specific to SC, the other a broader concern. (1) SC does not claim to be producing definitive editions, because (a) "there is never a definitive work in our field," and (6) it is necessary, with some texts, to proceed by stages and to provide instruments de travail without excessive delay, with an eye to further progress in the future. (2) Especially in France, the thèses de 3e cycle, though often the springboard for solid critical editions, have also produced all too many works of limited interest and value-e.g., rhetoric, literary genres, running commentaries. A neuralgic need is serious research in the history of ideas, of dogma, of exegesis, of civilization; also efforts at synthesis (but not premature) on a specific subject, taking account of data furnished by auxiliary sciences: archeology, historical geography, economic and political history, and others. At Münster, under Kurt Aland's direction, work proceeds on the second volume of the Repertorium der griechischen christlichen Papyri, dealing with the literary texts. Progress in investigating and describing the papyri thus far identified is characterized as "considerable," and it is affirmed that data in the existing catalogues, lists, and editions will have to be corrected in consequence. Similarly, fresh data has emerged for the history of ancient Christian literature: e.g., new light is cast on the swift diffusion of the Adversus haereses by an Irenaeus papyrus dated to the end of the second century. Further, the Münster center is moving steadily, if slowly, towards consummation of its labors on Gregory of Nyssa. Volume 10/1 of the monumental GNO edition ought to be available now. Preparation of the Lexicon Gregorianum, projected as a conclusion to the edition, has progressed to the point where down to the letter J the context and grammatical peculiarities have been determined and noted; but with an inventory of 18,000 words to date, much time remains before completion and publication. Unfortunately, the center suffered a grievous loss when its director, Heinrich Dörrie, died in March 1983.
Further information can be found in the Jahrbuch der Heidelberger Akademie der Wissenschaften für das Jahr 1982,1983, 109-13.
BIBLIOTECA DE AUTORES CRISTIANOS 14
BAC's productivity in patristics is little known outside Spain and Latin America, the pre-eminent markets for its publications. This is due perhaps to the language, perhaps to the texts published. The directors admit that, on the whole, the Spanish editions are not comparable to the works in, e.g., Sources chrétiennes; but they maintain that, even so, there is practical value and at times scholarly significance in the BAC volumes.
Most impressive is BAC's effort to publish in a bilingual edition the works of Augustine. Thus far 22 volumes have appeared, each with an introduction, the Latin text and Spanish translation, and notes. In general, the text is Migne (PL); but for the Confessions Angel C. Vega's critical text was used, and Volume 1 contains an extensive introduction and a fine bibliography, the work of Victorino Capánaga. Although on principle BAC was to publish only Augustine's more representative works, it is now preparing, in an agreement with the Federación de Agustinos Españoles, the rest of his corpus in 22 more volumes, the whole Augustine project to be completed by 1992.
Recent Authors are requested to send to the IEA (3 rue de l'Abbaye, 75006 Paris) copies of their books and articles that would be of interest to students of the patristic age. These will be made available to readers in the library, and pertinent items will be reported in the "Bulletin augustinien." The courses are divided into two distinct but interrelated sections: classical and Christian. Each is carried out in three stages: (1) preparatory; (2) specialization, ending with the master's degree; (3) doctoral research and the dissertation. The licentiate is awarded after three years, the doctorate after four. The academic degrees qualify the recipient to teach especially patrology, medieval literature, history of theology, and history of spirituality. The same degrees may qualify one to teach linguistic and literary subjects in junior or higher secondary schools.
The PIAL staff also directs the editing of two series of publicationstexts and commentaries-chiefly on patristics, and organizes an annual congress on patristic catechesis. Women from the Hellenistic, Roman, and Byzantine Periods." Papyrus materials written by women or directly relating to their lives constitute sources that have been largely overlooked. Private and business letters written by women, legal complaints filed by women, women's tax receipts, wet-nurse contracts, marriage contracts, deeds of divorce, and similar documentary papyri constitute a highly important supplement to literary sources. On many points the material contained therein can set in relief the image of woman in patristic sources, rabbinic literature, and other ancient literary sources. In the first stage it is the Greek papyri that are being collected; it is expected that papyri in other languages will be included later.
AUGUSTINUS-LEXIKON
One fruitful area of research may well prove to be the papyri relating to female monasticism in early Christianity, which could shed light on patristic treatises dealing with virginity and connected topics. An example of the way in which papyrus sources can have not simply an additive but rather a challenging function is the question of ancient Jewish women's right to divorce. Persian-period marriage contracts from Elephantine, a Jewish deed of divorce from the Bar Kokhba period discovered near the Dead Sea, and Jewish documents found in the medieval Cairo Genizah challenge the traditional view that in each of these periods the Jewish man alone could initiate divorce. Such discoveries call for a re-examination of our use of literary sources.
NEW SUPPLEMENT TO LIDDELL-SCOTT-JONES

31
Some while ago the British Academy decided to commission, in association with the Oxford University Press, a new supplement to the Liddell-Scott-Jones Greek Lexicon. The project's editor, P. G. W. Glare, began work on it more than two years ago, with instructions to produce the finished opus within ten years. This will incorporate the substance of the present supplement and continue the task of bringing it up to date by including material newly available or otherwise not covered in the original work; in addition, errors in the existing work will be corrected where possible. The bulk of the material collected so far has come from the papyrus sources, and covers mostly classical and Hellenistic literature and the documentary papyri.
In the planning of the ninth edition of Liddell and Scott, although the terminal date was set at 600 A.D., a conscious decision was made to exclude "patristic and Byzantine literature." This was greatly influenced by the knowledge that a lexicon of patristic Greek was in preparation. When, however, somewhat later than expected, G. basically a newsletter which carried items of interest to members. Since then it has expanded its range to include book reviews. The books include scholarly ones in the major languages and also titles which members are likely to find useful for their teaching, such as translations and anthologies.
To celebrate its tenth anniversary in 1980, the Society subsidized publication of "A Decade of Patristic Scholarship, 1970-1979," prepared by Thomas Halton and Robert Sider and published in two issues of the American journal Classical World. The Society made the bibliography available to members at a special price, and its success has encouraged the executive board to create a publications committee to investigate possible future assistance to projects in patristics.
Membership in the NAPS is open to anyone, scholar or not, who is interested in patristic studies. Inquiries about membership and the Society's activities should be sent to the secretary-treasurer at the address in footnote 32.
